Letter from the President
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Jo Kelleher’'s Masdevallia veitchiana, winner of the
Librarian’s Cup

i el | SRILANKATOURISH |
A group of Chantelle Shih’s Rhyncholaeliocattleya
(previously Potinara) Taichung Beauty ‘Rouge Cattle’
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The plants

Jo Kelleher won the Librarians Cup with 9%
of the popular vote for her Masdevallia
veitchiana, a total of 136 votes, nearly 50%
more than her nearest challenger.

Chantelle Shih’s Cattleya hybrids did very well
with four of them coming in the top 20 -
garnering a total of 200 votes. It is many,
many, years since we have seen large
flowered cattleyas at Chelsea, and it is
astonishing that they have become so hard
to find in the trade during the past 30 years.
Chantelle is one of our members with a
nursery, specialising in Cattleya which she
imports from her brother’s nursery in Taiwan.
It is always important to have some different
orchids in the exhibit — something visitors
(and judges) have not seen before, or not
often. Chantelle’s cattleyas did this for us this
year. Now that I have given up growing
Lycaste and Ida | will try my hand at cattleyas
again.

The plant which would have won the
connoisseurs’ prize, if there was one, was
Mike Penney’s Epidendrum parkinsonianum,
hanging over the mouth of the cave as it has
done on several occasions before. It was
huge, well flowered and brilliantly grown!

One sad fact which emerges from this
Chelsea is the dwindling number of plants
available from the amateur members of our
Society, an observation that is also reflected
in the table shows at the monthly meetings.
What to do? Your Committee is keen to
continue Chelsea exhibits as they introduce
many new members to the Society and to
orchid growing.






Chantelle Orchids

Sam Hurley (Photos by Sam Hurley)

I have noticed that orchid growers can often
recall exactly from where they purchased a
specific plant. In fact, the very name of the
supplier in question frequently prompts a
nostalgic smile. Many of the old firms are
long gone and as we continue to say
goodbye to some of our British nurseries, it is
good to know that new businesses are
opening to fill the gaps. | recently visited
Chantelle Orchids in Kenilworth,
Warwickshire which was founded two years
ago by Chantelle Shih and offers a range of
orchid species, hybrids and miniatures grown
in Taiwan. She imports her orchids directly
from Hsiang Yu Orchids in Taiwan, a well-
known nursery owned by her brother.

Chantelle currently receives several
shipments a year and plants can be ordered
from her website or directly from her at the

many shows she attends. She has found that
her plants travel most successfully from
Taiwan, and continue to grow well, when
they are shipped in their original pots and
compost, rather than being shipped with
their roots wrapped in moss. She has created
a growing house alongside her home to
accommodate the increasing numbers of
plants she imports, although she is already
looking for larger premises.

Among her plants | saw a beautiful white
species, Neobenthamia gracilis, first
described by Rolfe in 1891 and named for
George Bentham, botanist and President of
the Linnaean Society. It is a lithophytic
orchid from eastern Tanzania and grows at
low to mid elevation on dry rock faces and
mossy ledges. The flowers are fragrant,
nodding pompoms held atop stems up to

Chantelle Shih and her brother Yung Hsiang, at Hsiang Yu Orchids in Taiwan (with Rhyncattleanthe (previously Blc.)
Young-Min Orange and Angraecum Crestwood ‘Tomorrow Star’)

Rhyncattleanthe (previously Lc.) Angel Kiss
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Chantelle Orchids

Neobenthamia gracilis has fragrant flowers like nodding
pompoms

one metre tall, with grass-like leaves. It is
intermediate to warm growing and needs
good light.

However, Chantelle is the person to go to for
colour, which is available from hybrids such
as Rhyncholaeliocattleya (previously Blc.)
Village Chief North ‘Green Genie’. She has a
wide range of award-winning Cattleya
hybrids, even if it is hard to keep up with the
name changes (eg from Blc. to
Rhyncholaeliocattleya) as genera are re-
classified.

Chantelle Orchids, 63 EImdene Road,
Kenilworth, Warwickshire, CV8 2BW. Tel:
01926 850166, mob: 07510 309646, e-mail:
chantelle.shih@chantelle-orchids.com,
website: www.chantelle-orchids.com

Rhyncholaeliocattleya (previously Blc.) Village Chief North ‘Green Genie’
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